USK RURAL LIFE MUSEUM
Annual Report for 2009


The Museum’s principal aim remains the management of its collection of artefacts relating to rural life in the historic county of Monmouthshire and to make it available to the general public, young and old, local and further flung.  An additional aim in recent years has been to provide an education service, principally but not exclusively aimed at children of primary school age.


So far as making the collection available to the general public is concerned we recorded 3,115 visitors for 2009, as compared with the 3,397 recorded for 2008.  The extensive outreach programme run principally by the Education and Training Officer but with a significant additional contribution by the Honorary Secretary brought the attention of the Museum and its collection to the attention of a further 2316 children and adults, a major increase on the 1853 reported for 2008.  The Museum opens to the public at Easter and closes at the end of October each year.  To enable this to happen we rely entirely on the willing help of volunteers - 51 in all in 2009.  We have established a policy of aiming to have two volunteers on duty at any one time and the Education and Training Officer, supported by other members of the Committee, has been working on recruiting new volunteers – and organising their training, in conjunction with our partners at the Pontypool Museum – in order to achieve this objective.


At its autumn meeting the Management Committee voted to wind up the Rural Crafts Preservation Society and to change our official name to Usk Rural Life Museum (already our subsidiary name registered with the Charity Commission).  At the same time the Executive Committee decided that the opportunity presented by this need to revise the constitution should be extended to bring the document more into line with current practice and to align membership of the Museum with that of the Friends.  After consultation with the Charity Commission a revised constitution has been drawn up and will be presented to the 2010 AGM for approval.  It is pleasing also to be able to report that the Museum was successful in its bid for official Accreditation, as foreshadowed in the 2008 Annual Report.

As has been in the case in recent years limitations of space have made it virtually impossible to make substantial additions to the collection, though smaller items are still regularly and gratefully accepted.  Work has continued on the reconstruction of the blacksmith’s forge in the yard behind the Malt Barn and new signs have been put up on the front and rear of the building, the better to attract the attention of the general public.  Plans have been drawn up to improve the main door and the vestibule into which it leads but financial prudence has led to their being put on ice until the major building project has been completed.


Much effort in 2009 was devoted to the final working up of detailed plans for the long-awaited building programme and meeting the terms of the tendering process laid down by the Axis 3 grant with funding from the Welsh Assembly Government and the European Fund for Rural Development.  We are immensely grateful to Robert Kerby for his herculean assistance in this matter, and to Paul Brice, our architect, as well as to the Honorary Secretary and Treasurer.  Clearance was finally given for work to begin on the project in November and the chosen contractor, Bolters, moved on to the site after a major operation to move a large number of artefacts out of potential harm’s way.  Bad weather then inhibited progress and at the time of writing it does not look as though the work will be completed by the end of March as was our original hope.  We are very grateful to the Friends of the Museum for the generous contribution of £2,500 towards the cost of fitting out the community room.

The major exhibition of the year was of Japanware, opened in August by Andrew Renton, a fine arts specialist at the National Museum of Wales.  This would not have been possible without the co-operation of Pontypool Museum and a generous grant from CyMAL; the assistance of both bodies is very much appreciated.  CyMAL, too, have continued to give welcome and essential financial support for the funding of the Education and Training post.  The Museum again exhibited at the Usk Show in September, sharing a stand with the Civic Society.


Over the year the education programme continued to be admirably conducted by Ann Mansell, with the usual round of successful fun days for children and butter-making sessions, as well as an extensive schedule of visits to schools and other organisations.

The usual round of social activities for volunteers included the beginning of season tea party hosted by Pam and Nigel Williams, an excellent summer party at Trostrey Lodge hosted by Roger and Frances Pemberton and a Christmas lunch at The Hall Inn.  We are much indebted to the various hosts for their kindness in making their houses available to us.


At the 2009 AGM Douglas Brown, our Treasurer for 17 years, retired and our grateful thanks are due to him for all he did for the Museum over that period. Rita Edwards was elected in his stead.  She has overhauled our banking arrangements and has dealt very successfully with the complexities of operating the company limited by guarantee set up to administer the building project.  As always I am deeply conscious of the sterling work done on the Museum’s behalf by the other members of the Executive Committee, especially John Evans and Angela Bowyer.

Finally it is with the very deepest regret that we record the death on January 24th 2010 of our President, Lord Raglan.  His contribution to the Museum, in terms of wise advice, active encouragement and practical and financial assistance, was immense.  He will be sorely missed.
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